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Background & History

Four Projects One Service launched 2001
Originates from “M25 Web Guide” 1996
(Re-launched in 2001 as Find-a-library)

M25 Link Project 1998-2001(Search-catalogues)

New ULS early 2001
Visit-a-library added 2003

M25 and CPD25 Websites 2006
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What is InforM25 ?

Four separate but inter-linked services
4 different bits of software
2 local databases used by the services
User interfaces are dynamic HTML
+ small number of flat HTML pages
(not using CMS)

All run on M25 server at LSE
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Why Change ?

Need to update to new M25 corporate image
Opportunity to change user interfaces (user 
experience) to bring in greater consistency
Step-by-step approach applied to all services
New map graphic for Find-a-library & Search-
catalogues
Opportunity to promote the services
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What was involved ?

Same design company as other websites (529)
Creation of themed header graphics
Various iterations of new-look for each service (fonts, 
sizes, colours, etc.)

Detailed changes to page layouts and reduction 
of on-screen text where possible
Thorough revisions to Help pages
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Find a library

http://www.inform25.ac.uk/Guide/directory
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Visit a library

http://www.inform25.ac.uk/AET/cgi-bin/aetaccess.pl?display_search_form=yes&show_first_only=yes


M25 Business Meeting
January 2007

www.inform25.ac.uk 

Search catalogues
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http://www.inform25.ac.uk/Link
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Union List of Serials

http://www.inform25.ac.uk/ULS
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Feedback
Launched on 20 November with competition
95 entries (mostly library staff & postgraduates 
but some undergraduates)
Winners recently notified, some from each user 
category
Very positive comments, particularly

aesthetics (“clear and uncluttered”)
layout & navigation (“intuitive & stylish !”)
general user friendliness (“..far more user friendly”)
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Promotion
Press release, adverts on M25 and CPD25 
websites, e-bulletin article & email lists
Soon:

user-centred guide “Getting Started with InforM25”
poster

In future:
material for M25 library ‘research skills’ sessions
case studies for website
handbook for library staff ?
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Other work ongoing

Subject List Mini-project
original 101 term list expanded to 135
now based on UKAT (86% compatible)
editing to be completed soon

Technical work:
Inspire/Find It! (Find-a-library data being “re-used”)
new Z39.50 clients
usage statistics
adding new catalogues, etc..
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John Gilby
M25 Systems Team
LSE Library
10 Portugal Street
London WC2A 2HD

Tel: 0207 955 6451

Email: M25Libadmin@lse.ac.uk

www.m25lib.ac.uk
www.inform25.ac.uk

ContactContact

mailto:M25Libadmin@lse.ac.uk
http://www.m25lib.ac.uk/
http://www.inform25.ac.uk/
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